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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 21273 
CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC, PFOR, VS, RP, UNHCR 
SUB J : AMERICANS IN VIET-NAM 

REF: A) STATE 184924 B) GENEVA 5958. 

1 . AT EMBASSY'S URGING, UNHCR CONVENED MEETING OF U.S., 
PHILIPPINES, AND UNHCR OFFICIALS JULY 28 TO DISCUSS PLANS 
FOR SPECIAL SAIGON EVACUATION FLIGHTS. AS IT STANDS NOW, 

AUGUST 1 PLANE WILL MOST LIKELY CARRY ONLY AMERICANS AND 
DEPENDENTS. WITH U.S. ASSURANCES THAT WE WOULD IN PRINCIPLE 
TAKE THOSE ARRIVING ON AUGUST 1 FLIGHT APPARENTLY SATISFAC- 
TORY TO UNHCR, REPRESENTATIVE BERTA TOOK THE OCCASION TO BEAR 
DOWN HARD ON PHILIPPINES EMBOFFS ON NEED FOR GOP GUARANTEE 
THAT IT WILL TAKE ALL THOSE EVACUATED FROM SAIGON WHO ARE 
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THIS WAS A QUESTION ON WHICH MANILA HAS NOT YET MADE DE- 
CISION AND ON WHICH THEY HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO FLEXIBILITY. 
BERTA SAID THAT IF HE COULD NOT RECEIVE SUCH ASSURANCES, 
THERE WOULD BE NO FLIGHT FOR FILIPINOS AND DEPENDENTS 
OR, AT MOST, THE EVACUATION OF ONLY FILIPINO CITIZENS. 
PHILIPPINES EMBOFFS ESTIMATED THAT APPROXIMATELY SEVENTY- 
FIVE PERCENT OF THEIR NATIONALS DEPARTING SAIGON WITH 
WIVES ACTUALLY HAVE WIVES AT HOME, AS WELL. 

2. ARRANGEMENTS FOR RECEPTION OF PASSENGERS AUGUST 1 ARE 
SHAPING UP SATISFACTORILY. FLIGHT EXPECTED TO ARRIVE 
BANGKOK APPROXIMATELY 1400 LOCAL. UNHCR AND EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL WILL MAKE DRY RUN EXERCISE AT AIRPORT JULY 29. 
MEDIA COVERAGE WILL BE HEAVY.: BUT WE BELIEVE IT CAN BE 
HANDLED WELL WITHTHOSE AMERICANS WHO AGREEABLE TO IN- 
TERVIEWS. 

3. NEWSMEN ARE PRESSURING US CONSIDERABLY TO RELEASE 
NAMES OF AUGUST 1 PASSENGERSM NEW YORK TIMES, FOR IN 
STANCE, WISHES TO HAVE THEM IN TIME FOR SUNDAY EDITION. 

WE REALIZE THAT UNHCR GENEVA WANTS LIST CLOSELY HELD 
(REF A), BUT WE DO NOT KNOW REASONS. ONLY PROBLEM UNHCR 
BANGKOK CAN FORESEE IS POSSIBILITY OF DISAPPOINTMENT 

OF FAMILY OF SOMEONE WHOSE NAME IS ON LIST IN NEWSPAPER 
BUT DOES NOT ARRIVE. EMBASSY FAVORS RELEASING IT IN AD- 
VANCE O RESPONSIBLE MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES, BUT WOULD 
APPRECIATE DEFINITIVE GUIDANCE FROM DEPARTMENT AND US 
MISSION GENEVA SOONEST. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO DEPARTMENT'S KIND OFFER OF SUPPORT, 
EMBASSY HAS SUFFICIENT VEHICLES FOR TRANSPORTATION FROM 
AIRPORT BUT NO RPT NO FUNDS TO PROVIDE ROOM AND BOARD 

TO THOSE AMCITS AND DEPENDENTS WHO ARE INDIGENT AND WITH- 
OUT FRIENDS IN BANGKOK. INDEED, WE SUSPECT THAT MAJORITY 
OF PASSENGERS WILL FALL INTO THAT CATEGORY AND ESTIMATE 
OUR NEED FOR SUBSISTENCE WILL BE APPROXIMATELY $2500. 

CAN DEPARTMENT ASSIST US WITH FUNDS? EMBASSY HAS IN 
MIND YMCA AND FACILITIES OF SIMILAR LEVEL FOR LODGING 
FOR THOSE WITHOUT MONEY. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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